ARISTOTLE'S                BOOK vm.

CHAP, VIII

Friendship consists more in loving than being loved.    Concerning
the duration of friendship.

1, MOST men from desire of honour seem to like to be
loved rather than to love : wherefore the generality are fond
of flattery j for the flatterer is a friend \vho is inferior to the
other, or pretentls to be so, and to love rather than to be
loved : and to beloved seems to resemble the being honoured,
which most men are desirous of. They do not however seem
to choose honour for its own sake, but contingently ; for the
generality delight in being honoured by those in power on
account of hope; for they think that they shall obtain from
them whatever they want. Thus they delight in honour,
as an earnest of receiving favours. But those who are de-
sirous of honour from men of equity and judgment, are
anxious to confirm their own opinion of themselves: thus
they take delight in the idea that they are good, trusting to
the judgment of those who say so. But they feel delight in
being loved merely for the sake of being loved \ wherefore
to be loved might seem to be better than to be honoured, and
that friendship chosen for its own sake consisted in this; but
it really seenas to consist in loving rather than being loved,
A proof of this is., that mothers take delight in loving ; for
some give their children to be nursed, and knowing that they
are their children love them, though they do not seek to be
loved in return, if the feeling cannot be mutual -y but it seems
sufficient to them if they see them doing well: and they love
their children, although the latter from ignorance cannot
repay to their mother what is due. But since friendship
consists more in loving, and those who love their friends
are praised, to love seems to be the perfection of friends.

S, So that the parties between whom this takes place pro-?
portionately are lasting friends, and the friendship of such is
lasting. But in this manner those who are unequal, may
also be the greatest friends,- for they may be brought to aa